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Our academic programs continue to focus on quality. In this issue you will read
about the three new colleges we launched this year to focus on student success
and the important health care needs of our region. You will also learn about
the new accreditations in our College of Education that will bring increased
employment opportunities for our graduates.
Throughout the issue, you will also learn more about our advancement in research. Last year we were awarded 16 grants totaling $8 million in external
funding. This fall we will open our new, state-funded Biomedical Research and
Health Professions Building, providing critically needed teaching and research
space. Beyond the important dollars research brings to our region, it has been
a proven tool in engaging students, accelerating their progress toward graduation, and launching them into extraordinary opportunities.
With so much to look forward to, there is no better time to be a Scorpion.

President’s Message

On September 1st we will commemorate the 20th anniversary of the establishment of UT Brownsville and its historic partnership with Texas Southmost
College. This issue is therefore dedicated to the many people who have worked
tirelessly to create this university on the southernmost tip of Texas on the border with Mexico.
The impact of the university on the region has been extraordinary by any measure. We have increased educational opportunities by doubling the number of
programs we offer and doubling the faculty who teach on campus. In turn, this
has tripled the number of certificates and degrees awarded, now totaling more
than 2,000 graduates each year.
In addition, the university has become an important economic driver for our
region, generating $234 million in economic activity last year alone. The quality of life is also enhanced through our cultural-arts programs that showcase
international and local talent, as well as through the important biomedical research conducted.
While our faculty, staff, students, alumni and
community supporters can take great pride in our
beginnings, we also look forward with anticipation to our future.

Juliet V. García, Ph.D., President
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College of Biomedical Sciences and health professions |

Defining Health Care and Research
The university has established two new health care related colleges to better
meet community, industry and student demand for health care professionals,
including the potential to create new degree programs.
The College of Biomedical Sciences and Health Professions, formerly the
School of Health Sciences, encompasses the Department of Allied Health and
the new Department of Biomedicine.
The vocational, associate, bachelor’s and master’s nursing-degree programs are
now in the College of Nursing.
Dr. Eldon Nelson, Interim Dean of the College of Biomedical Sciences and
Health Professions, said the college is looking at creating a new health-psychology major and possibly offering a doctorate in physical therapy.
“There’s a nationwide thrust in almost all of the health professions, and certainly nursing and others are trying to elevate the academic status of their professionals,” said Nelson.
Dr. Nora Montalvo-Liendo, an Assistant Professor in the College of Nursing,
traveled to Cuba to visit hospitals and medical schools as an American
Public Health Association delegate. She also presented “Victimization
and Revictimization of Women Living with Violence” at the 17th annual
International Conference of the Nursing Network on the Violence Against
Women in New Zealand.
The Medical Laboratory Program had 16 students for its first spring professional certification program for phlebotomy. The six-credit-hour certification enables students to receive state certification. Plans are to offer the phlebotomy certification program each spring semester.
UTB/TSC now has a collaboration agreement to have five students each year
gain early, conditional admission to The University of Texas Health Science
Center at Houston. Students will spend four years at UTB before taking classes in Houston.

The Scorpion Fund Campaign

The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College

College of nursing

utb.edu/giving
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University college

College of Liberal Arts

Helping Freshmen Thrive

researching the mind-body connection
The Alpha Alpha Mu Chapter of Phi Alpha Theta, the national history honor
society, hosted the Second Annual Rio Grande Valley Historical Conference
in February. Panels covered a variety of subjects, including premodern world
history, Nazi Germany and the Holocaust, biography as history, regional identity in history, and the teaching of world history.

Launched in the 2011 spring semester, University College connects first-year
students with faculty, other students, support services and new ideas, helping
them succeed in their first year and throughout their higher education.
“It’s an immersion in the college experience,” said Academic Advisor Amparo
Jaramillo. “It helps with the transition and adjustment students experience
when they enter college – without having to go through all these things on their
own.”
For Humberto Paz, a freshman, the course opened a new avenue of study he
would have never thought to investigate.

In February, the Master Chorale was one of two collegiate choral groups selected from a blind audition to perform at the Texas Music Educators Association
Clinic/Convention in San Antonio. Click on the icons to see more about the
chorale’s performance in “The Road to TMEA.”

“I can see how this class really helps, and not only with things freshmen need
to know,” said Paz, a biology major. “I got a taste of philosophy. I would have
never thought of taking a class on that subject, but I like it and want to learn
more in that field.”
Watch an interview with Dr. Terry Overton, Dean of University College.

College of Science, Mathematics and Technology

Taking Technology to Another Level
“Design, construction, manufacturing, testing and more are some skills tested
in order to accomplish my goal,” Gonzalez said.
The students used their creations in the 15-foot-long simulation wave tank
they built, and soon research will be done on a larger scale in the 50-footlong, 4,700-gallon wave tank, made possible by area companies and businesses
through donations.
“My hope is if we get our research out there, we might be able to find sponsors,”
said Echevarria.
Learn more about research on campus.
Recent UTB/TSC graduates Ruben Reyes, 23, and Carlos Jeziel Gonzalez, 23,
both of Matamoros, and Sergio Echevarria, 26, of Los Fresnos, hope to create
alternative energy from ocean waves.
Reyes, Gonzalez and Echevarria each worked on different, prototype energy
collectors.
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Kevin Stovall, 28, a doctoral physics student, discovered his first rotating
and magnetized neutron star earlier this year.
Of the 24 graduates from the UTB/TSC Mathematics and Science Academy’s
first class in spring 2009, 16 attended UTB/TSC. The academy had 83 students during the 2010-11 academic year.

The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College

Research on the relationships between physical activity, obesity and psychological needs for exercise in college-age Mexican-American students is being
conducted by Dr. David Wittenburg, associate professor of Exercise Science in
the Department of Health and Human Performance, and Dr. Jared Montoya,
assistant professor of Psychology in the Department of Behavioral Sciences.
Wittenberg and Montoya received a National Institutes of Health sub-award
grant to conduct this joint research looking at not only the physiological aspects
of exercise but also the psychological.
“This is the first study of its kind, not only in the general population, but specifically in the Hispanic college-age population,” said Wittenberg. “We are concerned about the high incidence of obesity in our students, and even we see the
precursors of cardiovascular disease in some of them.”
utb.edu/giving
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school of business

Focusing on the Future
Dr. Mark Kroll, Dean of the School of Business since January, has returned
home to the Rio Grande Valley to positively impact a place he calls home.
To better focus the School of Business’ disciplines, Kroll is spending his first semester reorganizing the school into three departments: accounting and management information systems; economics and finance; and management, marketing
and international business.
Kroll also is working to start a Bachelor of Finance program at the university.
“I hope this will come soon,” said Kroll, who graduated from Rio Hondo High
School. “There are a number of careers that can be built out of a bachelor’s in
finance, among them financial services, money management, stockbroker and
insurance agent. I hope to be ready to roll with this in the fall.”

College of education

Kroll also is shepherding accreditation for the School of Business by the
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business International.

The Science of Teaching
A grant from the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board will have farreaching impact for science in Valley school districts.
Nearly 50 teachers representing eight school districts, from Port Isabel to
Progreso, were recruited to receive training paid through the “UT-Brownsville
Mathematics, Science, and Technology Teacher Preparation Academy” grant.
They have been taking courses online and undergoing training at their campuses
since 2009.
“We wanted our grant to reach rural school districts in South Texas and make an
impact,” said Dr. Rey Ramirez, Associate Professor and principal investigator of
the grant.
The teachers are divided into two groups. Once they complete their studies, one
group will take the Master Science Teacher certification examination. The other
cohort will earn a Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction with an
emphasis in Secondary Science Education. Both will be awarded their degrees
in December.

“We have learned to incorporate technology into our classes, said Norma
Gonzalez, Harlingen ISD science teacher. “Online gaming, wikis, podcasts and
online tutorial development are just some of the techniques we have learned to
use with our students at the junior high level.”
Ramirez said these teachers will also serve as experts in science as well as mentor
other teachers and affect curriculum reform on their campuses.
Two graduate programs – the Master of Education in Community Counseling
and Master of Education in School Counseling – have received national accreditation from the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related
Educational Programs. CACREP offers a specialty accreditation with the highest
national standards in counselor education.
Graduate students seeking a doctorate in education can now select from five
specializations: Higher Education Learning and Educational Technology are the
newest, added to Bilingual Studies, Early Childhood and Literacy.

“Obviously we are working on this very hard,” said Kroll. “Being accredited by
AACSB sends a strong message to our stakeholders and potential partners, both
in the U.S. and abroad.”
Kroll knows what it will take for Brownsville and its surrounding communities
to do well economically and compete globally: business leaders with the skills and
human capital necessary to build and manage highly competitive enterprises.
“My aspiration for the School of Business is to be able to equip the region’s business students with an education that will allow them to lead businesses that can
successfully compete with any others in the world.”
The School of Business partners with local businesses and civic agencies to
provide internship opportunities for business students. Current partnerships
include the finance, purchasing and internal-auditing departments of the city
of Brownsville, Brownsville Urban System, Brownsville/South Padre Island
International Airport, San Benito Economic Development Corporation, PUB,
HEB, Proyecto Juan Diego and Rio Bravo Wildlife Institute.

Undergraduate marketing major Enrique Espinoza (right) said he appreciates
having R.J. Alfaro as his mentor at Wells Fargo. Through tuition assistance
from Wells Fargo, Alfaro received his M.B.A. at UTB/TSC in December 2010
and now is the Assistant Branch Manager of the Wells Fargo on Boca Chica
Boulevard. Alfaro worked at the bank full time while in school, as Espinoza is
doing, attending classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Upon receiving his B.A.,
Espinoza intends to follow in his mentor’s footsteps and continue his education, courtesy of Wells Fargo, to earn an M.B.A.

Did you know UTB/TSC graduates nearly 300 teachers every year?

The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
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Chess team Places in
President’s Cup
The UTB/TSC Chess Team finished third at the 2011 President’s Cup, the
“Final Four of College Chess,” in early April at technology and management
firm Booz Allen Hamilton in Herndon, Va.
Representing UTB/TSC were Grandmaster and senior business major Timur
Gareyev of Tashkent, Uzbekistan; Grandmaster and junior mathematics and
physics major Mauricio Flores of Valparaiso, Chile; Grandmaster and junior
business major Axel Bachmann of Ciudad del Este, Paraguay and International
Master and senior international business major Max Cornejo of Lima, Peru.
The students prepared for the tournament by working with Chess Coach Ronen
Har-Zvi, playing on the Internet Chess Club against players from throughout
the world, and practicing individually.
Texas Tech University won its first President’s Cup with 7 points. The University
of Texas at Dallas placed second with 6.5 points. UTB/TSC had 6 points and
the University of Maryland, Baltimore County finished in fourth place with
4.5 points.
“It was supposed to be really tough and it was, it really was,” said Bachmann.
“We are happy with our effort and how the team spirit was.”
This is the third year UTB/TSC has competed at the President’s Cup. The program finished in third place in 2009 and in second place in 2010. The program qualified for the tournament by placing among the top four universities
at the 2010 Pan American Intercollegiate Team Chess Championships held in
Wisconsin.
“The level has become substantially stronger than last year,” said Har-Zvi. “It
could have gone either way.”

Alumni Profile – Rusty Brechot
The words “volunteer” and “supporter” do not begin to describe Rusty
Brechot’s dedication to philanthropy.
For Brechot, fundraising and development are an important part of life, and
giving back to his hometown and university are particularly close to his heart.
“This is where I grew up, where I went to
school, and now where I live, so working
to make this community better is very
important to me,” said Brechot, Senior
Vice President for Lone Star National
Bank.
Brechot grew up in Brownsville on
Billy Mitchell Boulevard, a home he
still owns today. He graduated from
St. Joseph High School in 1972 and
attended Texas Southmost College
starting in 1974.
Now, he and his wife of 24 years,
Robin Brechot, play any part they
can in helping their community.
Whether it is serving as a board
member for charitable organizations
in Brownsville – which over the years has totaled eight – spearheading a $100,000 event for Teens Helping Kids, or serving as auctioneer or
master of ceremonies, no job is too big or too small as long as it helps.

Booz Allen Hamilton will host the tournament again in 2012.

Brechot, a father of five, says, “education is second to none,” and it is the main
reason his role on The UTB Development Board is so important to him.

Scorpion athletes trained over the spring to prepare for great seasons in volleyball and men’s and women’s soccer. Mark your calendars and come out to cheer
on our teams this fall. See a slide show of this year’s athlete highlights.

“When I came to TSC, I saw it as an opportunity for people to get a great start,”
he said. “And UTB allowed us to take it to the next level. It takes a lot of people
to build a community, and higher education is a big part of that. I am so proud
to be a part of a very essential piece of the future of so many students.”

The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
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Class Notes
Brownsville Fire Chief Lenny Perez, ’74, is now serving on a state board to
train and create standards for firefighters across the Lone Star state. Texas Gov.
Rick Perry appointed Perez to a five-year term on the Texas Fire Prevention
Commission.
Boxer Eric Molina, ’08, also known to fans as “Drummer Boy,” signed with
Don King Promotions in January.
Roberta Santos, ’10, UTB/TSC Assistant Volleyball Coach, was named one of
the recipients of the American Volleyball Coaches Association Thirty Under
30 Awards.
Esteban Soto III, ’79, a McAllen native, has been nominated by President
Barack Obama to serve as U.S. Marshal for Superior Court for the District of
Columbia – a prestigious post in the Marshal Service.
Special Agent Jaime J. Zapata, ’05, died February north of Mexico City in the
Mexican state of San Luis Potosi. He was an agent for U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement for four years and served with the U.S. Border Patrol
for just under a year. He was 32.
Learn more about our Alumni Association.

W e wa n t t o h e a r y o u r s t o r y

Go to utb.edu/alumni and update your information or send us an email at
alumni@utb.edu.
For more information about the UTB/TSC Alumni Association, call the
Office of Alumni Relations at 956-882-4332.

utb.edu/giving
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The Scorpion Fund Campaign
Gifts to the Scorpion Fund help students build a stronger community. Whether
by allowing students to attend a national conference, supporting student and
faculty research, or funding improvements in facilities, gifts from friends and
alumni fuel those students with the spark to light the world.
“The annual fund is a vital part of the university because of the support it can
provide for students and faculty,” said Veronica Garcia, Program Director for
Annual Fund. “It provides the chance to further education and research.”
For this year’s Scorpion Fund Campaign, the university has set a priority of
raising $200,000 to be matched by the South Texas Academic Rising Scholars
fund for a total of $400,000 in scholarships.
“With STARS, and more importantly our alumni and friends, we can provide
scholarship opportunities were they may not be available,” Garcia said.
Make a gift online at utb.edu/giving.
Watch a story about sophomore Leo Garza, who benefited from the STARS
scholarship, as well as other scholarship opportunities at UTB/TSC.

YES!

I want to support the Annual Giving Programs at The University of Texas at Brownsville
and Texas Southmost College with a gift of:
q $1,500

q $1,000

q $500

q $250

q $100

q $20/month

q $____________

My contribution today will be paid by:

Please designate my gift to (check all that apply):

q Check enclosed (payable to UTB/TSC)

q The university’s area of greatest need

q MasterCard q Visa q American Express q Discover

q The Scorpion Fund

Card No. _________________________________________________

q General Scholarship Fund

Expiration date ______ /______

q My College/School _____________________________

Signature _________________________________________________
You may also visit utb.edu/giving to make your gift
online.

q The Chess Team
q Distinguished Lecture Series
q Other ___________________________________________
q Contact me about my estate plan/will.

utb.edu/giving

Gift Planning

get ng
stu

Gift Planning helps alumni and friends plan for
their family’s future while retaining the resources to
support their charitable giving. Gift Planning assists
donors interested in including UTB/TSC in their
will, making a gift from their retirement plan, or
receiving tax savings from their charitable giving.
Visit utb.edu/giving, e-mail giving@utb.edu, or call
956-882-4333 for answers to your gift planning
questions.

Save the date:
scorpions forever homecoming 2011
Thursday, November 3 to Saturday, November 5

Al u mni T rave l
Upcoming Trips

• March 2012: Shades of Ireland
• July 2012: Canadian Rockies
• November 2012: Greece in
the Footsteps of Paul
Highlight events include the Scorpions Reunion, Community Events,
Alumni Awards and Ghost Tours.

utb.edu/homecoming

DLs
polio
An American Story
by David M. Oshinsky

For more information, call the Office of Alumni Relations at 956-882-4332 or visit utb.edu/alumni.

Distinguished
Lecture
Series

2011

Thursday, October 13, 2011 • 7 p.m.
SETB Lecture Hall
To purchase tickets, go to utb.edu/events
or call 956-882-4332.
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